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;s & gay and glittering cloud,
e
fies U, 1 g 8,
? L Rmy,g:rmld sweet, and for away.
burns azain when noon is high;
hLike moltea gold ’tis clothed in light,
'T is beautiful and glad as love,—
A joyous, soul-entrancing sight.
But now "tis fading in the West,
On the flowering heaven a withered leaf,
As faint as sbadow on the grass ;
Thrown by a gleam of moonshine brief.
So life is bern, grows up, and dies,
As cloud upon the world of light;
It comes in joy, and muves in love,
Then,—gently fades away in night. 3
" For The Tribuze.
The Semers Mintiny—Capiain Mackenzie
Defended.

Messrs. Editors : No one can too highly com-
mend the course of Capt. MACKESZIE and his
friends, in abstuiniog from =ll ettempts 1o preju-
dice the public mind, through the nedium of the
Press, pending the present exciting exsmingtion.
But while decency would seem to require the same
forbearance should be extended to him, the public
feeling has been eutraged by two shameless com-
munications which latelyappeared in the Standard.
The indisposition of the Editor, (Mr. Mumford,)
forbids his being charged with the responsibility of
these attacks; but I take the liberty of saying to
the indiscreet author, be he whemn he may, he has
rendered but a poor service tothe miserable cause
of John Tyler, and those who surround him, by
these unworthy efforts. These remarks are not
elicited by friendship for Capt. MACKENZIE, as 1
am wholly usncquainted with bim; but by a sense
of what is due to u distinguished, und hitherto
henored, officer of the Government, on whem was
devolved, without fault of his, the awful responsi-
bility und painful duty of puuing to death three
guilty conspiiators in defence of the lives of his
taithful officers and crew, and the preservation of his
ship with the flag of his country, from the reproach
which awaited it, had these traitors succeeded 1u
1heir dinbolical undertaking. Fortunately for Capt
Mackenzie he is in the hands of sn ablo and a fear-
Jess Court, who wiil nat be deterred from a [aithiul
discharge of their duty by the puny efiorts of a
hireling Press, or the fear of offending any man or
set of men, however elevated or powerful.  Feel
ing justificd in appreaching this subject under
present circumstances, 1 now take upon myself (o
say the ease of Capt. MACRENZIE is free of all
difficulty or deubt. Let us look at the facts as noi
in proof. Spencer had planned and malired u
conspiracy against the lives of the Commander, hi-
officers and the crew who would not join him in
pulling down the American ensign and hoisting a
piretical flag in ita place over the Somers. He
had by the grossest departure from duty and the
gacrifice of his character as an officer, by improper
famiharity and intercourse with the crew, grined
over to his purpose sufficient strength to have car-
ried the Somets under preper direction, aad wus
only waiting to organize and for & favorable oppor-
tunity. He had discontinued his journal, whick
by the rules of the ship he knew he must exhibit
on the ensuing Subbath, thus proving that the time
fized on by him to commence the work of death
was prior to that period.

He wus arcested and proved guilty before his
fellow Officers, and with his dying bieath not only
cenfirmed the testimouny by which he had been con-
demned, but proclaimed to the world that he had
“committed other crimes for which he deserved to
die. What widowed mother or defencelzss orphau
mug weep a murdered father, or what ‘ unhouseled
and unannointed’ spirit he muy have zent to a pre-
mature account, or what other felony of equal
atrocity may lLave demanded the atonement, re-
muias unknown. It may here be asked what in
justice has besn done and what sympathy should
be extended to one so steeped in villainy ut the
early age of nineteen years? I confine myself iu
this review to Spencer, the chief oftender ; for il
his death can be justified, there is no room for
an argument about his associates.

It will not, I apprehend, be denied, at this time
of day, that in cese of actual mutiny the command-
¢r may put the mutineers to instant death if, in kis
judgement, the protection of the ship demends it
ard it has been held in the British Navy, that the
commander need not siop te inquire of this neces-
sity, but may take the lLife of n mutineer at once.
A wilful disubedience of orders, with mutinous in-
Zent, is uctusl and open mutiny; and when the in-
tent, is manifest, a3 in the case ef the Somers, o
delay to arrest and punish until the commencement
of blood-shed would bave deprived Capt. Macken-
zie of all defonce, much less of a justification.

Let us spply these principles to the facts in this
cuse. ' Spencer and two of his condjutors were in
irops, full evidence of their guilt having been given
in befere Lieut. Gansevoort and his associates ; and
the fact that many others were in concert with
them, and intending to take possession of the ves-
sel, was also established.  Orders were issved for-
bidding all intercourse between Spencer and his
accomplices. These orders he violated; and it
waa lawful at that instant to have put him to death.
Others of the mutineers, and ke same named in
the list made out by Spencer, not only disobeyed
orders, but attempted to produce confusion by
carrying away the fore-top mast—intending, nv
doubt, to avail themselves of that occasion (should
circumstances favor) te rescuo the prisoners and
take possession of the ship. For each of these
acts, | contend, the commander had a right 1o put
the prisoners, us well as every other who was act:
ing in concert with them, to instant death; the
act of each mutinesr being tho act of all whe were
conceraed in the plot which produced those acts
of mutiny and insubordination. Under this view
of the subject, the right te put those men to death
i8 no longer open e debate; and if so, here the
whole matter might rear; for as to whether the
prisoners sould have been brought home with safety
to the lives of the officers and crew or not, was a
question solely for thoso whose lives were staked
upen that iasue, and te them slone belonged the
exervise of discretion.  The quictlandsman snugly
seated in his parlor, and speculating gossips, may
exclaim, it was cruel and unnecessary to put those
men to death; but bad they been removed to the
wide oceun, and there surrounded by a set of despe-
radoes such as kistory has rarely if ever given any
acceunt of, and without the power of determining
their strength, aud, as in this instance, when it was
apparent the mutineers were becoming daily and
hourly more epenly disobedient, they would bave
been more Likely, in my judgement, to kave jumped
overboard through fear, thun attempted to protect
the lives of their fellows on the ship which it was
their duty to dafend.

‘On that branch of the case I contend that noth-
ing but a flagrant violatien of il discretion, pro-
duced by unmanly fears or imbecility of intellect,
can warrant the slightest censure.  The existence
of the mutiny was ovident, and though its extent
was unknown it was apparent a large portion of
!ll_’ effactive suenglh of the Ihi}'l.n' crew was with
the disaffocted. They had proceeded te open acts
of mutiny ; the officers wers but twelve in all, and
they divided into watches of threa each; there
was no plsce of safety where the prisoners could
be confined ; common discernment and forecast
admonished that the mutineers weuld avail them-
selves of the night, when those not concerned in the
mlgolr:e}' would be sleeping in their hammocks—
and W easy & matter woold it have been, by the
:‘;‘“‘1 action of a fifth part of the actual strength
.nl;f:: oa board, to have carried tho ship! Butof

ey b the officers were the sole and pro-
per judges.” The position of the Commander was

the moss painful that has fallen to the lot of any; jose

like & brave man and 2 Christian, end, I hesitaze

officer io our Navy; but he dischargad his duty

not to say, will receive the united .commendation
of the Court before whom his conduct is GOW pass-
ing in review, as well as of the Navy, of the civik
ized world, asd of every well i.n}'orm-:t:i, impartial
man and honest keart in the whole natioa.
Respectfully yours, JosTIcE.
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DOCTUR LARDNER'S LECTURES—2Z1 editivn.
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ELEMENTS OF NATURAL PHILOSOPIY :
Embracing the general principies of Mechanics,
Hydrusiatics, Hydrankcs, Porumatics, Acogsiics,
Optics, Electricity, Galvanism, Magoetism, znd
Astropomy.  Hipstrated by several hundred en-
gravioys. By Leopard D. Gale, 3. D.. Lo
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ry—Aos. 1and 2nre in press. Priceper No........ 50
~GODEYs LADY'S BOOK. .o vevurnenrtrenararians 25
*GRAHAM'S MAGAZINE...cveoavvsns e 25
*SARGENT'S MONTHLY MAGAZINE, Jan, No.. 25
«CHRISTIAN FAMILY MAGAZINE, Jan. No.... 18
“NEW-YORE VISITOR, Jan. No...cveiaiaveansanas 124
“THE RAINBOW, AND ODD FELLOWS squi-

monthly Magazine, the first nomber, Janoary,

1343, with benutiful steel Engraviogs c.veeveeeess 124
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THE DAILY TRIBUNE, Vol. I bounitee.eesnne 3500
THE WEEKLY TRIBUNE. VoL 1., bound..... 8o
THE NEW-YORKER. Vols. Xand XI..cieee.s £3 00
THE LOG CABIN, complete, both series........ 25

Those marked thus * are subject o Newspaper or
perindical postage.
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JCLAR LAMP.—Couthouy & Nevers,

541 Broadway, bave jost recelved ;n'l.gr;rad‘l':li-.m w

heir stock of this celebrated Lamp, which is mapidly so

pers: ding every other description of Lamp, by reason of 1ts
superior nghtand ecozomy.

T CautioN.— The poblic are cactioned-to be an their
zuand against a sparions and worthless article, purporting
1 be the Solar Lamp. Iately thrown into thie market 2t auc-
tion, to bring discrediy, it is presumed, oo (ke geagioe ard:
cle.

}_ OWARD HOUSE, No. 70, Walnut-
street, PUILADELPHIA —Mrs. Sweersex.—This
new bailding 15 adapted fUr transient persons, particulart
those who prefer agnore quiet bogsa 1o Hotels gener
having no bac oo the premises. 11 s particularly suited for
Gentlemen bavirg Ladies in company. The location is
fashionable, and the accommodations equal e any other
bogar, Terms snme as other houses o' the first clas W
T’ ORISON'S Hygeian Medicines—
g i NOTICE.—Wheress, A, A. Samanos, of & Broads
way, New-York, is makinr an improper use of Mosars
Mcrison & Co.'s appointmient for the sale ol their Medi-
cines  This s, therefore, 10 inform the poblic that Mr,
Smnanos i not xuthorized (o sell * MORISONR'S PILLS?
In New-York, and that Messee Morrisons’ enly Azems io
New-York ars Messrs. FIRTH & HALL, of No. 1 Frank-
lin square, trom whom alone the Medicines can be had gen-
uine. {:‘fs;:nml MNORISON & CO.
Dated Bridsh College of Health, New Hoad, Lendon,
June 16th, 1242 ivaf

EECHES! LEECHES !!—Just re-

ceived, several thopsand Swedish Leeches, very

lacge and healiby, for sale at a wry low market price.

Also—ne bave received a Silver Medal, at the last Fair of

the American Institnie, for the best specimen of Swedish

bred Leeches. JOHN ALLAYOLA, Imparterof Leeches,
Jlo s 106 Bowery, rnd 478 Broadway.

OKE.—A superier and ecunemical fuel

for snient the redoced price of foar dollars per chald-

ren. T'his is the best and cheapest fuel ofered 10 the pablic.

Qrders received at the Company™s office, 175 Mercer sreet,
or at the works foet of Eighteenth sireet. North river.

Jlose

$ U COAL! COAL!—The best
. goality of Peach Orchard Red Ash Coal

wil be delivered free of = from barge* Here | Apy,"
footof King:st, Broker and Egg, donbiy screened, $5—
Large Not, doubly sereened, $5 Ocders received o board
or at E. Baldwia's, corner P?‘E_‘f'd West streets. ~ jIo St
TH-mez“élggi OF HANDLEY & COM-
s s day dissol -

The business of the ﬁrmywiu be::f!l?i i}??f;llhwﬂndmnliy

wia witl centinue the looki ing
at bis old stasd No. 78 Rﬁ:ﬁegnm:?e s
JACO3 HANDLEY,

S, W.COMSTOCK.
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